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ABSTRACT 

In the era of rapid technological advancement and the proliferation of information resources, information literacy 
is considered as one of the trending global research areas. It can be described as an individual’s ability to recognize 
the needed information and use and evaluate the information required for personal and professional 
accomplishments. In the present digital age, people can collect information from various platforms viz; internet, 
libraries, community resources, etc. However, a strong question arises here about the authenticity of these types 
of information, resulting in challenges in evaluating and using such information. The people’s ability to access 
information, evaluate unfiltered information, and incorporate such information in their required field can be called 
as information literacy. Information literacy is an important skill in the present knowledge-based society that helps 
people to attain personal, social, educational, and professional goals of life.  

This paper investigates how innovative approaches, such as inquiry-based learning and artificial intelligence, 
enhance information literacy skills. It also examines how innovative approaches, viz; inquiry-based learning and 
artificial intelligence, can jointly help in the promotion of sustainable information utilization. 

Keywords: Information literacy, innovative approaches, digital age, inquiry-based learning, artificial intelligence, 
sustainable information utilization. 

 
 
1.0 Introduction:  
 In the era of rapid technological advancement and the proliferation of information resources, information literacy 
is considered as one of the trending global research areas. It is the fundamental skill that allows people to navigate 
the huge amount of information resources available to them.It can be described as an individual’s ability to 
recognize the needed information and use and evaluate the information required for personal and professional 
accomplishments (ACRL,2000). In the present digital age, people can collect information from various platforms 
viz; internet, libraries, community resources, etc. However, a strong question arises here about the authenticity of 
these types of information, resulting in challenges in evaluating and using such information (Brindha, T.2016). 
The people's ability to access information, evaluate unfiltered information, and incorporate such information in 
their required field can be called as information literacy (American Library Association Committee 1989). The 
concept of information literacy can be well understood with the help of the following diagram – 
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 In the contemporary digital environment, extensive amounts of information are readily accessible, necessitating 
the development of abilities to proficiently explore, assess, and utilize this wealth of data. Information literacy, 
the capacity to evaluate the quality and relevance of information, is a crucial skill in this context, especially for 
personal, academic, and professional achievement. (American Library Association,1989) It is not only vital for 
students but also for all tiers of employment, from entry-level to executive roles. The 1991 SCANS report by the 
US Department of Labor highlighted the necessity for employees to obtain and utilize information, as well as 
engage with diverse technology. Peter Drucker (1942) emphasized that although executives may possess computer 
literacy, many do not have genuine information literacy, which encompasses the ability to find, synthesize, and 
evaluate information for effective problem-solving. Currently, information literacy influences all sectorsviz; 
education, public service, and business, which requires proficiency in navigating, swiftly evolving, technology-
driven information environments. 
Information Literacy Programme (ILP)is essential to all individuals of any age as well as libraries and must 
designed to improve users’ capacity to locate and utilize information efficiently. The swift advancement of 
technology has initiated novel strategies to improve information literacy, utilizing digital tools and media literacy 
alongside critical thinking frameworks that enable people to interact ethically and meaningfully with information, 
thus ensuring informed decision-making (UNESCO,2019).Effective information literacy programs rely on three 
contexts: the information process (A), the technology involved (B), and the actual demands (C), whether personal 
or professional (Eisenberg, M.B.2008). 
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1.  
 

Fig:2 Contexts of Effective Information Literacy Programs 
These contexts render information literacy pertinent and applicable, assuring users comprehend their position in 
problem-solving, the role of technology in assisting them, and the specific demands they fulfill. The current study 
is predicated on these three contexts and investigates how information literacy skills are enhanced by innovative 
approaches, such as inquiry-based learning and artificial intelligence. It also investigates how the innovative 
approaches viz; inquiry-based learning and artificial intelligence contribute jointly to the advancement of 
sustainable information utilization. 
2.0 Research Questions: 
The Present paper deals with the following research questions: 
2.01 How do innovative approaches, such as inquiry-based learning and artificial intelligence, improve students’ 
information literacy skills? 
2.02 How do innovative approaches, such as inquiry-based learning and artificial intelligence, contribute jointly 
to the advancement of sustainable information utilization? 
3.0 Research Objectives: 
The objectives of the present study are -  
3.01 To examine the role of innovative approaches, such as inquiry-based learning and artificial intelligence, in 
the development of students’ information literacy skills. 
3.02 To study the synergistic role of innovative approaches, specifically inquiry-based learning and artificial 
intelligence, in the advancement of sustainable information utilization. 
4.0 Rationale of the study: 
The notion of information literacy has garnered much focus in recent years, especially with swift technological 
progress and the abundant accessibility of information resources. (Eniko, S.M.2023).  Information literacy is an 
individual’s capacity to identify the necessity for information, and efficiently locate, assess, and utilize it for 
personal and professional development (ACRL,2000). This talent is essential in the contemporary knowledge-
driven culture, as individuals must traverse various sources, including the internet, libraries, and community 
resources (Saunders, 2021). The difficulty of evaluating the authenticity and credibility of information has been 
extensively examined in the literature. David (2021) emphasises that the capacity to assess unfiltered material is 
fundamental to information literacy. In the digital era, individuals must cultivate critical thinking abilities to 
evaluate the quality of information received on diverse platforms (Willoughby, 2020). 
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Innovative approaches, specifically inquiry-based learning (IBL) and artificial intelligence (AI) have become 
essential instruments for improving information literacy abilities. Inquiry-based learning promotes active 
participation and critical inquiry, enabling students to enhance their skills in knowledge retrieval and assessment 
(Holmes et al., 2020). Research demonstrates that inquiry-based learning (IBL) enhances comprehension and 
retention of knowledge, hence facilitating the development of superior information literacy abilities (American 
Library Association, 2019).  
The incorporation of artificial intelligence in educational settings is revolutionizing the instruction and acquisition 
of information literacy. AI tools enhance personalized learning experiences by allowing students to access 
customized resources and obtain immediate feedback on their information-seeking processes (OECD, 2021). 
Additionally, AI aids educators in recognizing students’ particular information literacy requirements and 
modifying instruction accordingly (Harvard Library, 2022). 
 The integration of these two revolutionary approaches—IBL and AI—offers distinct prospects for advancing 
sustainable information utilization (Hutchinson, 2024). It indicates that these integration might collectively 
improve learners’ critical information assessment skills, hence facilitating informed decision-making and 
responsible information utilization in both personal and professional contexts. 
Thus, the present study bears special significance as it examines how information literacy skills are enhanced by 
innovative approaches, such as inquiry-based learning and artificial intelligence as well ashow these innovative 
approaches contributejointly to the advancement of sustainable information utilization. 

5.0 Data sources: 

The present study is based on secondary sources of data and mainly based on content analysis of the contents 
derived from different information sources. 

6.0 Theoretical Framework and Literature Review : 

The advancement of information literacy has been a critical priority in the 21st century, especially as digital 
technologies progress and information proliferates. Bruce (1997) posits that information literacy includes not only 
the capacity to locate information but also to assess its veracity and utilize it in a significant context. The 
emergence of digital platforms has transformed the conventional methodology of information literacy, 
emphasizing the integration of technology in learning along with critical thinking and source evaluation.UNESCO 
(2017) posits that sustainable information utilization is crucial for cultivating informed global citizens capable of 
actively contributing to social and environmental sustainability. 
6.01 Critical Thinking and Source Evaluation 
Critical thinking is essential in an information literacy program since it enables individuals to evaluate the quality, 
relevance, and dependability of information. Paul and Elder (2014) define critical thinking as a systematic process 
that entails the active and proficient conceptualization, application, analysis, and evaluation of knowledge 
obtained through observation, experience, or communication. In the realm of information literacy, this entails 
prompting learners to scrutinize the authorship, purpose, and evidence of the sources they encounter. 
A primary strategy employed in source evaluation is lateral reading, wherein users open many tabs to verify the 
legitimacy of a source by contrasting it with alternative viewpoints. This method differs from conventional 
reading, which entails remaining inside a singular source. Wineburg and McGrew (2017) contend that lateral 
reading enhances students’ ability to identify disinformation and assess websites by scrutinizing elements such as 
the author’s qualifications, institutional connections, and the supporting evidence presented. It also promotes 
comprehension of how bias, sponsorship, and other elements may affect content (Wineburg, 2017). 
Educators frequently instruct students to utilize frameworks like the CRAAP test, which encompasses Currency, 
Relevance, Authority, Accuracy, and Purpose (Blakeslee, 2004). This methodology motivates learners to 
methodically evaluate every facet of the knowledge. By doing so, students not only analyze the immediate text 
but also comprehend the larger context, facilitating more informed judgments. 
The proliferation of misinformation and deception in digital environments heightens the necessity for these talents. 
According to Caulfield (2018), “The web serves as a potent instrument for knowledge while simultaneously being 
a perilous environment for manipulation.” Educators must equip pupils with the tools to critically assess the 
validity of information rather than merely consume it. Ultimately, information literacy grounded in critical 
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thinking fosters informed citizens adept in navigating contemporary digital ecosystems. 

6.02 Integrating Technology in Learning 

The incorporation of technology in education, especially via digital technologies, is transforming student access 
to and engagement with information. Vygotsky’s theory of social constructivism posits that learning is most 
effective when individuals actively participate in a social setting, employing instruments that facilitate knowledge 
building (Vygotsky, 1978). Digital instruments such as interactive online modules, e-libraries, and educational 
applications furnish this support, allowing learners to engage actively in their education. 
Augmented Reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR) are leading this revolution, providing immersive experiences 
that promote profound comprehension. Dale’s Cone of Experience, proposed by Edgar Dale, posits that learners 
retain a greater amount of information through direct encounters compared to abstract learning (Dale, 1969). AR 
and VR enable direct experiential learning, assisting students in visualizing intricate subjects, hence enhancing 
retention and comprehension. Students examining human anatomy can utilize virtual 3D models, facilitating a 
profound engagement with material that might otherwise be abstract. 
John Dewey, a proponent of experiential learning, contended that education should be linked to real-life situations 
to facilitate successful learning (Dewey, 1938). Augmented Reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR) facilitate this 
by generating simulated settings in which learners may explore and engage, thereby connecting knowledge with 
experience. Laurillard (2013) asserts in the book Teaching as a Design Science that technology is essential for 
personalizing and contextualizing learning and transforming abstract concepts into concrete experiences. These 
technologies correspond with Kolb’s experiential learning cycle, which highlights concrete experience, reflective 
observation, abstract conceptualization, and active experimentation (Kolb, 1984). Augmented Reality (AR) and 
Virtual Reality (VR) bolster this cycle by offering tangible experiences that promote reflection and 
experimentation, hence improving educational results. 
Thus, from the review of related literature and theories, it becomes clear that the emergence of digital platforms 
has transformed the conventional methodology of information literacy, emphasizing the integration of technology 
in learning along with critical thinking and source evaluation. In addition, sustainable information utilization is 
crucial for cultivating informed global citizens capable of actively contributing to social and environmental 
sustainability. 

7.0 Objective-wise Analysis: 

7.01.Role of innovative approaches, such as inquiry-based learning and artificial intelligence, in the 
development of students’ information literacy skills: 

7.01.01 Inquiry-Based Learning (IBL): 

Inquiry-based learning (IBL) is recognized as an effective pedagogical approach for improving information 
literacy. Kuhlthau (2004) contends that involving learners in inquiry cultivates curiosity and autonomy, so 
converting them from passive consumers into active information searchers. Inquiry-Based Learning (IBL) fosters 
critical thinking by presenting authentic questions and challenges, allowing learners to analyze material 
comprehensively rather than simply accumulating it. 
Inquiry-Based Learning (IBL) is an educational approach that promotes student engagement through the 
formulation of questions, execution of research, and pursuit of solutions. This approach is well-suited to the 
requirements of the digital era, characterized by an abundance of information that is frequently deceptive or 
challenging to analyze. The National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) defines Inquiry-Based Learning 
(IBL) as prioritizing “the importance of students’ questions as a driving force for their learning” (NSTA, 2018). 
Through the promotion of curiosity and critical thinking, IBL enables learners to autonomously and confidently 
traverse information sources, thereby enhancing their comprehension of content. 

The foundation of IBL is based on constructivist educational theories, particularly those proposed by Piaget and 
Vygotsky. Piaget’s theory posits that learning transpires through the active building of knowledge, wherein 



 
Asomi Chaliha,Manashi Hajarika, Trishna Bhuyan,Ritupriya Neog 
 

Library Progress International| Vol.44 No.3 |Jul-Dec 2024                                                 19919 
 

learners assimilate new information into pre-existing cognitive frameworks (Piaget, 1973). Vygotsky asserted that 
social contact is essential for cognitive development, claiming that collaborative inquiry enhances the learning 
experience (Vygotsky, 1978). 

IBL corresponds with the competencies essential for information literacy, necessitating individuals to critically 
assess the credibility and relevance of online content. Digital literacy expert Howard Rheingold asserts, “The 
capacity to filter and synthesize information is an essential skill for 21st-century learners” (Rheingold, 2012). IBL 
equips students with the capabilities to critically evaluate sources, enhance their research skills, and implement 
their discoveries in practical scenarios. Inquiry-based learning (IBL) can be executed through diverse instructional 
settings, including project-based learning and collaborative group work, which augment student participation and 
ownership of their education. John Dewey asserted, “If we teach today’s students as we taught yesterday’s, we 
rob them of tomorrow” (Dewey, 1944). In this swiftly evolving information environment, cultivating inquiry-
based mindsets is crucial to critically assess the credibility and relevance of online contentfor preparing 
themselves with the necessary abilities to succeed and thus facilitate information literacy. 

7.01.02 Artificial intelligence (AI): 
AI enhances the personalization of learning experiences by delivering focused feedback, directing search tactics, 
and providing real-time support throughout the research process (Johnson, Adams Becker, Estrada, & Freeman, 
2015). AI solutions facilitate the decomposition of intricate tasks into manageable components and generate 
personalized learning experiences tailored to the distinct requirements of individual learners. 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) has transformed the manner in which individuals acquire, analyze, and utilize 
information, providing substantial progress in the field of information literacy. AI-driven solutions are crucial in 
aiding learners to efficiently construct search queries, deliver tailored recommendations, and supply immediate 
feedback to improve their research capabilities. The application of AI in education is grounded in constructivist 
philosophies that prioritize learning through involvement and exploration (Piaget, 1973). AI tools empower 
learners to engage actively in the information-seeking process, facilitating independent knowledge discovery, 
consistent with Vygotsky’s concept of the “zone of proximal development” (Vygotsky, 1978). In this context, AI 
functions as a framework that assists learners in attaining elevated levels of comprehension by tailoring to their 
specific requirements. 
A primary benefit of AI in information literacy is its capacity to deliver individualized and adaptable learning 
experiences. AI-driven systems, including machine learning algorithms, can evaluate a learner’s search behavior 
and preferences, subsequently offering customized recommendations and resources. Carol Kuhlthau’s knowledge 
Search Process (ISP) model posits that learners generally experience phases of uncertainty and confusion while 
seeking knowledge (Kuhlthau, 1991). Artificial intelligence can alleviate these obstacles by offering tailored 
interventions and recommendations, so diminishing anxiety and bolstering confidence during the search process. 
Moreover, AI-powered chatbots and virtual assistants, including IBM’s Watson and Google’s Bard, provide 
immediate assistance that can enhance learners’ critical thinking abilities. AI tools monitor search trends and 
provide feedback, assisting humans in cultivating a more sophisticated comprehension of source trustworthiness 
and information reliability. Peter Drucker asserts, “The most important thing in communication is to hear what 
isn’t being said,” indicating that AI can be pivotal in assisting learners to reveal insights that may not be 
immediately apparent by offering analysis that transcends superficial observations (Drucker, 1993). 
Thus, Artificial Intelligence (AI) has transformed how individuals search, acquire, analyze, and utilize 
information, providing substantial progress in the field of information literacy. AI-driven solutions are crucial in 
helping learners to efficiently construct search queries, deliver tailored recommendations, and supply immediate 
feedback to improve their research capabilities. 

7.02. The synergistic role of innovative approaches, specifically inquiry-based learning and artificial 
intelligence, in the advancement of sustainable information utilization: 

The integration of these innovative approachesviz: inquiry-based learning and artificial intelligence, create a 
unified framework for cultivating extensive information literacy skills (Hutchinson,2024). The synergy exists in 
how each approach enhances the others, resulting in a comprehensive and diverse learning experience. 
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Critical thinking and inquiry-based learning are interconnected, as both promote the formulation of significant 
questions, interaction with varied sources, and thorough evaluation of knowledge. Through guided inquiry, 
learners cultivate a more analytical perspective toward the material, enabling them to evaluate source 
trustworthiness and enhance their comprehension (Abdi,2014). IBL cultivates curiosity and autonomy, enabling 
learners to become proactive knowledge seekers who consistently enhance their skills via practice and exploration. 

The incorporation of technology, especially AI, optimizes this process by tailoring the learning experience to 
individual requirements. AI tools offer tailored feedback, instruct learners on search methodologies, and suggest 
appropriate resources according to unique learning patterns (Ng.et.al.,2023). This focused assistance fosters a 
flexible learning environment, enabling learners to advance at their speed while addressing particular issues they 
encounter in real-time. Utilizing AI for information literacy provides learners with ongoing and contextually 
relevant support, essential for sustaining engagement and motivation. 

The incorporation of Inquiry-Based Learning fosters curiosity and autonomy in learners (Mackinnon and 
Kuhn,2023) while artificial intelligence and technology guarantee that the educational experience is accessible, 
flexible, and tailored to individual needs. The interaction among these tactics allows learners to engage profoundly 
with material, assume responsibility for their educational path, and develop the competencies required to tackle 
real-world situations with confidence. 

The cumulative effect of these innovative approaches is extensive. Through the promotion of active learning, 
critical engagement, and reflective assessment of information, they jointly convert information literacy from a 
fixed skill set into a continuous process of learning, exploration, and adaptation. This is vital in an era where 
information constantly evolves, and the capacity to adapt to new technology and information sources is a defining 
component for success. 

These integrated innovative approaches ultimately enable individuals to not only endure but also flourish in a 
digitally driven environment. They encourage active interaction with information instead of passive intake, 
improve critical thinking skills, and facilitate informed decision-making. This comprehensive empowerment 
renders information literacy an essential, versatile, and enduring talent in the digital era. When these innovative 
approaches are implemented synergistically, information literacy surpasses conventional limits and becomes 
essential to personal, professional, and civic life, fostering adaptability and resilience in navigating the intricacies 
of the contemporary information landscape. 

Information literacy, in conjunction with sustainability, establishes a robust basis for fostering responsible and 
informed decisions, advancing sustainable development. By developing competencies in information acquisition, 
critical evaluation, and judicious application, individuals enhance resource utilization, hence minimizing time, 
energy, and effort expended on unproductive searches. This efficiency results in sustainability, reducing 
redundancy and encouraging a targeted application of digital tools. As learners grow proficient in identifying 
credible sources, they foster a culture of conscientious resource utilization, reducing waste and improving 
productivity. 

Critical thinking, a fundamental aspect of information literacy, facilitates informed decision-making on 
environmental challenges. By assessing the reliability of sources and recognizing biases, individuals can more 
effectively differentiate between authentic sustainability activities and those that are superficial or deceptive. This 
capability enables individuals to undertake significant actions, making educated choices that correspond with 
sustainability objectives and countering the dissemination of disinformation regarding climate change and 
environmental policies. 

The incorporation of technology, particularly Artificial Intelligence (AI), is crucial for advancing sustainability 
education and practices. Digital tools enable learners to access current environmental data, analyze ecological 
scenarios, and investigate alternative remedies. AI-driven platforms provide tailored information, enabling users 
to comprehend their consumption patterns and encouraging behavioural modifications that support sustainability 
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goals. By properly utilizing technology, individuals become informed consumers and participants in a sustainable 
society. 

Inquiry-Based Learning (IBL) enhances the relationship between information literacy and sustainability by 
promoting curiosity and a methodical approach to real-world issues. IBL promotes learners to investigate 
sustainability difficulties, recognize issues, and devise solutions (Lin, et.al.2023). This active involvement 
converts learners into problem solvers who comprehend sustainability principles and contribute to developing 
practical solutions for their communities. 

The integration of information literacy with sustainable practices enables individuals to engage actively in the 
creation of a sustainable future. Artificial intelligence offers tailored assistance, and inquiry-based learning 
encourages proactive investigation—all collaborating to cultivate responsible conduct in a digitally oriented 
environment. When these innovative approaches function synergistically, information literacy transcends mere 
competence; it evolves into a lifetime process that directs individuals toward responsible, informed, and 
sustainable choices, enabling them to navigate a complex, fast-changing information environment. Consequently, 
information literacy functions as a mechanism for individual and professional development while also aligning 
with overarching sustainability objectives, so significantly contributing to a healthier world and a better-informed 
populace. 

8.0 Findings and Discussion:  

The study on role of the innovative approaches, such as inquiry-based learning and artificial intelligence, in the 
development of students’ information literacy skills reveals their crucial contributions in cultivating the essential 
skills required for maneuvering through the contemporary information environment. By comprehending and 
applying these innovative approaches, educators, and policymakers may provide a more efficient framework for 
fostering information literacy abilities, empowering learners to actively engage with information instead of 
passively absorbing it (Holmes et al., 2020). 
Inquiry-Based Learning (IBL) is a potent educational method that enables students to assume responsibility for 
their learning by generating questions and seeking answers. Through the promotion of curiosity, autonomy, and 
critical thinking, Inquiry-Based Learning (IBL) equips students with the essential abilities to critically assess 
information sources. The incorporation of constructivist educational theories reinforces this approach, 
highlighting the significance of active participation and collaborative investigation. By evaluating the 
trustworthiness and usefulness of information, students not only deepen their comprehension but also become 
proactive knowledge searchers capable of navigating the challenges of the digital era(Kuhlthau,2004). 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) enhances the IBL framework by providing customized learning experiences suited to 
individual requirements. AI-driven technologies simplify intricate activities and offer immediate feedback, 
enhancing the information-seeking process’s manageability and efficacy. This tailored assistance enhances learner 
engagement, enabling students to go at their own speed and tackle particular difficulties they have (Johnson et 
al.,2015).  

The study on the synergistic role of innovative approaches, specifically inquiry-based learning and artificial 
intelligence, in the advancement of sustainable information utilization reveals that the collaboration between IBL 
and AI improves the learning experience, allowing students to cultivate their research skills and critical thinking 
abilities in an interactive setting (Holmes et al., 2020).The integration of IBL and AI fosters a significant 
transformation in the methodology of information literacy. This integration promotes lifelong learning and 
adaptability instead of perceiving it as a fixed skill set. Students are equipped to participate in an ongoing process 
of inquiry and contemplation, allowing them to react adeptly to the always-changing information environment. 
By developing these competencies, learners become proficient in making informed decisions, managing digital 
challenges, and contributing significantly to society (Harvard Library, 2022).  Furthermore, the correlation 
between information literacy and sustainability is a vital concern in contemporary contexts. These new approaches 
promote critical thinking and ethical information usage, hence enhancing responsible decision-making and 
resource allocation. Individuals possessing strong information literacy abilities may differentiate reputable 
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sources from deceptive ones, enabling informed decisions that match sustainability objectives. The capacity to 
evaluate the credibility of information not only improves personal involvement with sustainability matters but 
also enables individuals to champion significant change within their communities. 

Therefore, from the findings of the present study, it can be said that the innovative approaches to information 
literacy, specifically artificial intelligence, and inquiry-based learning, are essential for developing the 
competencies necessary to succeed in the contemporary digital era. These innovative approaches promote 
comprehensive learner development, facilitating critical evaluation, access, and successful application of 
information. The incorporation of technology customizes education and enables individuals to make educated 
choices, whereas inquiry-based methodologies promote active interaction with reality. These innovative 
approaches collectively foster lifelong learning, adaptability, and sustainable information utilization, enabling 
learners to adeptly manage the intricacies of the contemporary information landscape. As technology and 
information progress, the focus on novel literacy methods guarantees that individuals become adept at acquiring 
digital information, evaluating its significance, and applying it effectively. Consequently, the quest for 
information literacy evolves into a vital and dynamic activity, fundamental to individual and societal advancement 
in an increasingly interconnected world. 

9.0 Contributions of the Present Study: 
The present study reveals that, the innovative approaches to information literacy, specifically artificial 
intelligence, and inquiry-based learning, promotes information literacy skills which is essential  to succeed in the 
contemporary digital era. In addition, these innovative approaches collectively foster lifelong learning, 
adaptability, and sustainable information utilization, enabling learners to adeptly manage the intricacies of the 
contemporary information landscape. On the basis of the findings of the present study, as well as keeping in view 
the swift technological progress and the growing intricacy of information environments, recommendations for 
policymakers and directions for future research can be made. 
9.01 Recommendations for Policymakers: 
9.01. 01 Incorporate Information Literacy into Educational Curricula: 
Integrating information literacy into educational curricula is essential for providing students with the skills 
required to traverse the extensive information landscape of today. This integration should take place across all 
educational tiers, from school to tertiary education. Integrating information literacy into curricula enables 
educators to foster a comprehensive learning environment that prioritizes critical thinking, research competencies, 
and ethical utilization of information. Inquiry-based learning (IBL) serves as an educational approach that 
promotes active student engagement with information sources, the formulation of pertinent questions, and the 
synthesis of findings. Research indicates that inquiry-based learning (IBL) enhances comprehension and retention 
of knowledge, hence equipping students for practical problem-solving situations. Consequently, authorities ought 
to promote curricular frameworks that delineate explicit learning outcomes about information literacy and provide 
resources for educators to execute these tactics proficiently. 
9.01.02. Promote Artificial Intelligence:  
Policymakers should actively encourage the development and integration of artificial intelligence (AI) tools that 
improve information literacy abilities in learners. Artificial intelligence possesses the capacity to transform the 
educational domain by providing customised learning experiences suited to individual requirements. AI-driven 
platforms can assess students’ information-seeking behaviors and offer customised recommendations that direct 
them to reliable sources. These methods can also enhance the assessment of information by identifying potential 
biases, validating facts, and evaluating the credibility of diverse sources. Investing in AI technologies for 
educational purposes enables politicians to cultivate environments that empower students to navigate information 
more efficiently and ethically. Moreover, promoting research and development in this domain can stimulate 
innovation and adapt to the changing digital environment. 
9.01.03 Engage in collaboration with libraries and community organizations: 
Libraries and community organizations play a crucial role in developing information literacy skills within varied 
communities. Policymakers ought to promote collaborations between educational institutions and these 
organizations to establish programs and seminars centred on information literacy. Such agreements can enhance 
access to invaluable resources, including expert-led training sessions and practical activities that immerse learners 
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in real-world scenarios. Moreover, public libraries can function as community centers for continuous education, 
offering access to informational resources, technology, and assistance in navigating intricate information 
landscapes. By cultivating these collaborations, governments may guarantee that persons of diverse ages and 
backgrounds possess the chance to cultivate and refine their information literacy abilities, thereby fostering 
informed citizenship and community involvement. 
9.01.04. Facilitate Professional Development for Educators:  
Ongoing professional development for educators is essential to ensure their competence in effectively teaching 
information literacy. Policymakers ought to allocate resources toward training programs emphasizing novel 
pedagogical methods, such as inquiry-based learning and the incorporation of technology. Professional 
development must prioritize optimal methodologies for imparting information literacy, encompassing techniques 
for source evaluation, enhancement of critical thinking, and encouragement of ethical information utilization. By 
equipping educators with the requisite skills and knowledge to promote these abilities, policymakers may elevate 
the overall quality of education and more effectively prepare students for the intricacies of the digital era. 
Furthermore, promoting collaboration among educators via workshops and professional learning communities can 
enhance the exchange of effective strategies and resources. 
9.01.05. Advocate for Public Awareness Initiatives: 
Initiating public awareness campaigns is crucial for highlighting the significance of information literacy in the 
contemporary digital world. Policymakers should develop campaigns that target diverse demographics, 
highlighting the challenges of evaluating information and the skills necessary for responsible information use. 
Such initiatives might employ several channels, including social media, community activities, and educational 
institutions, to engage a wide audience. By promoting the importance of information literacy, policymakers can 
motivate individuals to actively improve their abilities, resulting in more informed decision-making in society. 
Moreover, these campaigns can advocate for resources and training opportunities accessible within local 
communities, cultivating a culture of information literacy that transcends traditional educational environments. 
Implementing these ideas will enable policymakers to establish a comprehensive framework that improves 
information literacy abilities, thereby equipping citizens to adeptly traverse the intricacies of the digital era with 
assurance and proficiency. 

9.02 Directions for Future Research: 

Future research in information literacy can concentrate on many critical areas to improve comprehension and 
application across various contexts. An essential area for investigation entails performing longitudinal studies to 
monitor the progression of information literacy skills over time. These investigations would yield significant 
insights into the evolution of individuals’ capacities to locate, assess, and use information as they advance through 
different educational levels and transition into the workforce. This research would guide the development of 
curriculum and pedagogical approaches to promote enduring advancement in information literacy.  
The swift progression of emerging technologies, including artificial intelligence, virtual reality, and blockchain, 
offers both opportunities and problems for information literacy. Subsequent research can explore how these tools 
can enhance information literacy abilities, while simultaneously addressing potential concerns with 
misinformation and data privacy. This comprehension is essential for formulating educational resources and 
policies that equip individuals to traverse increasingly intricate information landscapes. 
Future research can investigate the particular information literacy requirements of varied populations, 
encompassing marginalised groups, non-native speakers, and those with disabilities. By examining the impact of 
cultural, linguistic, and socio-economic aspects on information literacy, researchers can develop customised 
strategies to enhance information access and utilisation within these populations.  
Furthermore, evaluating the efficacy of information literacy programs in many environments, including K-12 
schooling, higher education, and community organisations, will facilitate the identification of best practices 
applicable across numerous contexts.  
Collaborative, multidisciplinary research represents a significant domain for investigation. By uniting specialists 
from areas including education, library science, information technology, and psychology, researchers can 
amalgamate principles from several fields into information literacy training. This multidisciplinary approach 
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would augment the significance and efficacy of information literacy education, particularly in fostering critical 
thinking and digital citizenship competencies. 
The creation of efficient assessment instruments and methodologies for appraising information literacy 
competencies continues to be a vital research focus. Future research can concentrate on developing standardized 
evaluations that precisely measure individuals’ competencies in addressing real-world information difficulties.  
Furthermore, examining the efficacy of various instructional techniques and interventions would furnish educators 
with evidence-based solutions to enhance information literacy instruction. This research would substantially 
advance information literacy in a progressively digital and information-centered world. 
10.0 Conclusion: 
In conclusion, it can be said thatin a time marked by swift technological progress and an excessive flow of 
information, cultivating information literacy is essential for individuals to succeed in both personal and 
professional domains. The interaction between innovative approaches such as inquiry-based learning and artificial 
intelligence establishes a strong basis for cultivating information literacy in the digital age. This comprehensive 
approaches equips individuals to manage the intricacies of information while promoting a culture of critical 
involvement, informed decision-making, and sustainable practices. By emphasizing information literacy in 
educational systems and public programs, we may enable individuals to succeed in a progressively interconnected 
world, fostering a more educated, responsible, and sustainable future. 
Recommendations for Policymakers as  contributes by  this study,  underscores the necessity of incorporating 
information literacy into educational curricula, advancing AI tools, partnering with libraries and community 
organizations, enhancing professional development for educators, and promoting public awareness initiatives. 
These efforts seek to establish a comprehensive framework that fosters the development of information literacy 
skills among diverse populations, guaranteeing fair access to information and resources. 
Future research areas as highlighted in the present study emphasize the necessity for longitudinal studies, 
investigation of developing technology, and customized techniques for varied groups. By concentrating on these 
domains, researchers can offer insights that augment our comprehension of information literacy and its 
implementation across diverse situations. 
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